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The overlay bounded by red lines shows the approximate area of
'Parcel 14, the Green Belt potentially to be sold for housing
under Elmbridge Borough Council proposals. The hatched area
shows land already owned by Millgate Homes who have now
stated that other than existing development, the land will 'in
perpetuity' remain as parkland and paddocks. The area enclosed
by a blue line is Polyapes scout campsite which also will not be

sold.

It is interesting to see that the AA has put a 'Council Building' in
Vincent Road! There never has been one there to anybody's
knowledge, but in the current climate it could provide a useful base for
EImbridge Borough Council should our patch of Green Belt be

concreted !

VILLAGE SIGN

Newsletter No.14). Despite the 'Green Belt' distractions there
has been some progress and we have decided that the sign will be
stand alone, in coloured 3D-relief on an oak pole with decorative

wrought ironwork surrounding.

A signmaker has been identified

A'HANDBAGGING' FROM THE
P.M. FOR THE CHAIRMAN?

With pointing hand, a very
stern looking Theresa May
appears to be having strong
words with lan Nelson during a
fleeting visit by her to the
annual dinner of Esher and
Walton Conservative
Association, held at Burhill
Golf Club. Actually it was
quite friendly and Mrs May and
lan exchanged a few words
about: no, not Brexit - but
letterboxes!

GREEN BELT THREAT TO OUR AREA

As most readers will already know by means of local newspapers, local
flyers and meetings, many councils (including EImbridge) are reviewing
their areas of 'protected' Green Belt. In response to Government requests
for housing, areas perceived by our Council to be 'weakly performing'
could be sold for development subject to the permission of the
landowners.

Meetings and discussions have been held and over 3500 responses
lodged, and now we wait - ElImbridge hope to issue a more detailed new
'Local Plan' this summer. Around Stoke d'Abernon, the area of Green Belt
considered by Elmbridge Council to be weakly performing is Knowle Hill
Park (see map opposite). Apart from Stoke d'Abernon, this is also being
opposed by communities in Cobham and Oxshott.

Next to Knowle Hill Park is 'Polyapes' scout campsite, between 20 and 30
acres of land owned by various Scout councils and with an independent
board of trustees. The area was, and still is, used by Scouts and Guides
and the Scout Councils concerned have said they are not interested in
selling any of the site. Millgate Homes, developers of the former 'Cargill'
site with new superior dwellings, have stated that after consultation with
the purchasers and others, the 45 acres of surrounding parkland (see
hatched area on map) that they own "will not be developed now nor at any
time in the future". Furthermore they are placing a developmental
restriction on their land to be 'in perpetuity'. All of this is encouraging
but leaves a substantial vulnerable area owned by Burwin Investments
(who have in the past tried for planning) between Polyapes southward to
Blundel Lane although this area is split by the steep trackway used by the
Scouts. There is also some land in the 'Little Heath' area, although much
of this is protected common and ancient woodland.

On 7th February the Government announced in a 'white paper' that
existing Green Belt protections will remain and that development on the
Green Belt should only be considered by councils when the community
agrees and all other options have been exhausted - more encouraging
news, but we must remain ever vigilant and the campaign continues.

and the sign will feature , apart from the Stoke d'Abernon shield,
images of a cricket ball and stumps with bails flying to represent the
Cricket Club (and very loosely former S.D. resident and England fast
bowler, Bob Willis), St Mary's church and a train/the railway station.
For maximum visibility when passing along the Stoke Road it will be
located on the grass triangle at the top of Vincent Road. Surrey
County Council and Elmbridge Borough Council have been consulted
on likely planning issues and some research made on underground
utilities necessary before digging! Possible wording may well be
"Stoke d'Abernon" although in the light of the story above, it could be
"Stoke d'Abernon New Town"! Fundraising must soon commence if
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IT WAS BEGINNING TO LOOK LIKE CHRISTMAS

The Stoke D'Abernon Christmas tree, kindly donated
by Squire's Garden Centre, may look like any other
Christmas tree and so it is, but quite a lot of people
are involved in putting it up on the Field of Hope. First
the cover over the hole in the ground is removed, and
then a wait (in some years very cold!) for the tree
delivery lorry to arrive and a hydraulic arm lifts it onto
a couple of trestles whereupon the star and topmost
strings of lights are attached. Manually trying to lift
atree over 20ft tall into its place in the ground is
both unwieldy and very heavy, so these days we call
upon Adrian, a local resident, who has a JCB type of Rl 2 <
machine which makes the whole operation so much The bright green 'JCB' has lifted the tree
easier and safer. With the tree upright it is stabilised into its hole in the ground and is now

in its hole by hammering in long wooden wedges and the being wedged into position by the team
process of putting on the rest of the lights can from Seymours Landscapes.

commence; there are around 1300 lamps. The pictures show some of the stages last Christmas.

"AL10] ATOAT[D Y} UI0] PAYJI] ST 931 AY[,

Our 2016 Christmas event raised some £365 for "The Children's Trust”, the choice of charity being inspired by the remarkable recovery of
young Charlotte Pickering from Oxshott. By the way, we liked the solitary Christmas bauble that some kindly person put on the tree - if this is
a sign that you are itching to cover the whole tree this year, let us know! The Christmas event this year will be on Saturday 2nd December.

BUS PASSES AND MORE AND YOU WILL GET CHANGE FROM A FIVER!
Since early January Cobham Library has BUS PASSES 5 After decades of
a new computer and staff have been via Library A being the same rate,

the Committee has
reluctantly had to
raise the Association's
subscription rate.
From 1st January this year it is now £4.

Still excellent value!

trained, so that bus passes can now be
issued at the library.

Image: Bank of England

Local SCC councillor Mary Lewis, has
been pushing for this since Rector
Robert Jenkins raised the issue of older

people having to get to Esher for their e ©
passes. As Mary remarks things take
time, but between us we do 'get there'l The
Residents'
REVISED BUS ROUTES - Retirement Planning 2svs:rc1atlon
As many users will know by now the 515 service that used to be run by \ Estate Planning ratef)ll.ll -
Abellio has been withdrawn and replaced by a new 715 service operated P A Tax Efficient Investing %olin Hare
by Stagecoach. This runs over a slightly more direct route between ] ) and Argentis
Guildford and Kingston via Cobham with an hourly service Monday to P colinhare@argentisfm.co.uk for
Saturday. On Sunday the service interval is every 90 minutes. Tel:01932 591680 or 07795 246898 sponsoring
. . . Office at The Old Station Master's House | the printing
Some readers may recall that the old 'Green Line' service 715 used to run from Stoke d’Abernon cost of this
Guildford via Cobham and Esher all the way through central London to Hertford, a o rEd e
journey timetabled at 3 hours duration. A considerable length for a bus route that Yourlocf‘al Financial PIaTnners :
with today's traffic would no doubt take much longer and be unviable. - helping you to achieve your goals!

CHATTERBUS STUMBLING IN THE DARK

The 'Chatterbus’ continues to thrive. The three main sponsors of the

service - Surrey County Council, EImbridge Borough Council and Chelsea To save money 'and energy most of the

Football Club Foundation, have provided invaluable support. Surrey County CEEEBI]EE EETEE] .0 e e
’ P pport. going out from midnight to 5am. Those

Council has agreed to continuein 2017-18 and it is hoped that the other at the station and other key places will be
main sponsors will come on board to help keep the bus on the road in the on until 1am. Maybe a good idea to take a torch
year ahead. At present there is only one Chatterbus and it is hoped that if returning by the last train and walking home!

the Community Infrastructure Levy of ElImbridge Council will provide funds
for a newer and even more reliable bus.

SOUTH WEST TRAINS franchise award has been postponed from February until April, two w
bids are in the running: First Group/MTR and Stagecoach, the current operators.

Also remember that platforms I- 9 at Waterloo will be closed in August for major works.

This will lead to disruption with fewer trains, running at different times to now. Once

ILLUMINATING TIMES

The clock
outside the
village hall
has been

aboard, a journey to/from Waterloo could take about an hour. refurbished
! sidets' Association road contacts. - and is now
Jenny King Stoke Cl, Aspen CL. Dave Phillips Lodge Close ST —
Maureen Christmas Bray Road Sue Prentice Lodge Close at ni ght.
Warwick Hutchinson  Blundel Lane (North) Ian Nelson Vincent Road

Martin & Ros Price Blundel Lane (South) Clive Friend Station Road In any emergency always dial 999 first. If a
Becky Moorman D’Abernon Drive Brenda Way Stoke Road cardiac arrest is suspected, then also call the
Glenys Layzell Evelyn Way Michele & Cliff Simmonds  Tilt Road/Close Village Emerge ”8‘1 ; ;';’;%%“;;8’““ on:

Gill Money Knowle Park Anne & Michael Davidson Woodlands Lane
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